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ABSTRACT ' . , » - , . 

This unit, oi^e in.aj set of teacher- developed 
materials for .elementary. geography,l emphasizes that chi'ldren act as 
gjebgraphers iA activities that use k classroom as the environment. - - 
Exploration and discovery' through ga*€ playing and .maps- are the- 
techniques "used- for instruction a^ ah alterBative approach to content 
teaching by discussion'. The" f iirst-part of the unit provides examp'les * 
of-4he geogtaphic perspectives of young people,, and the second part 
suggests three exploration games that can b» used to develop ' - 
geographic awareness. An exploration project is also described that 
'involves discussion questions and a field trip in the students' . 
neighborhoods. A bibliography' is included. See SO a09 140 for a - 
general description and explanation of the elementary and secondary 
sets comprising Jhis Series. (A*uthor/HD) 
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CHILDREN ARE GEOGRAPWglS : 
' EXPLORATIONS IN SPACE 

:^ , ' 0* Fred Donaldson . <« 
' * Sin Diego,. California * ' 

Initead of 8tud>»ing geography, children can be Soing geography In the / 
classroom. No special tools are'needed, only people. Envlronaiehta and 
ways pf experiencing them are innianeraWe and exciting. This paper preaeiita 
alternatives to the geography of memorizing cities', rivers, ahd'mQuntalns. 
It aiiggesta changes in content as well as tn approach. The first part of. 
fh<» -paper provides examples of the geographic perspectives of young^ people, 
while* thfe second suggests- exploration gamea. that can be use^ to develop 
geographic awareneas. * . ' , 



^ . Every human being who perceivea , explorea , experiencea ^ and acta in 

" apace is a geographer, LiJcewiae, every atage of .Ufa la important, in the 

continuum of human exploration and diacovery .that atret chea fromMrth^to^ 
death. Yet we, as adults, dp not uauall^r conalder the~expiTnraLioua of 
children as important aa thoae that we undertak"*, Adulta have a habit 
thinking. of children aa amall creatures ia the proceaa of becoming, 

pepple" .(Young, 1966..p.4). It ia npt the'age of the peraon. nor the mode- 
of hia expreasion that ia important in discovery or exploratioh: Huxfiey 
(1971, p. 38) has written that "the method of aclentlf ic^ Inveatigation tia 
nothing but the expreaaion of the neceaaary mode of .working of the h^h 

\ mina:'V Likewise, being a geographer ia nothing more than the neceaaary 

\ workings of the hunjan being. ' . . . 

\ * 

\ The notion thiit children are geogtaphera reflecta an. lntriguii)g 

paradox, in that it exiata aa an af ter'thousht. That ia , children are tpo 
• rj^Xuay "Exploring ai« dia<rovering to. diaciiaa the proceaa 'of being geographera, 
\s wtiile diacuaalon of> the topic aeeiha to be the only approach taken by 

adulta. Thua, to be- a/child and explorer and to wite about childhood 
(N^ and exploratidn are two diatinct thinga, one la active, the other paaaive.. 
rv >v ^ ^ . . • \* . , • 

rv Tbr child's geographlp ;*ctivity helpa him'to know himself, to make 

(>ll»rrfi kuoy hfm, and tb Interact with the nonhunjan.jworld. Children. 
M^Vxprf'SK'rhcir ;^;eographic awareness in everything that they do, tl\,eir 
I/) pl.iy with toya, their atpriea', and poema^ and their art work. Oiie needa 
only to watch intently at home or in the claaaroom aa young children play ^ 
^ with blocks >ind toya to aee the modelling of that part of the "larger , ^ 



environment vhlcfi they have experienced* These VeemiiiKly random, niimeleM 
iMSse6 of blocks >irc maps, just m sre city fn>p's-*both of vhich^ Incidently;, . 
adults have difficlilty in reading, ,But one only needs to plsce an inadvertent 
foot amongst the* Ulocks to find out that the sppafent unsortcd blocks sre 
indeed lodalised jnd sorted* 'n>sddy,« you stepped on the gas station." 

Since rvery <:hlld is a gept^rapher it is no.t surprising to find that 
the'ir writing and draving reflect .their perception bf the environment in 
vhich they live. Here, writing .and drawing !• hot meant to be that assigned 
in social studies classes- in school, 'but that done on their own for tl\eir 
own purposes, ' > * , ' * . ' 

• It is important to recognize that therenpwy'be significant differences - 
between 'tjie responses of children of varying social and cultural enyiroMients, 
A nuaiber of authors have jEound that children from middle*class environments 
respond to their environments differently t'hsn do children from poverty . 
environments (Coles and* Piers 1969 ; Purr, 1967, p. 4. ; Dennison, 1969,' p> 171; 
Moone/1969,p^45) Even more fundamentsl 'than social . and cultural dl'fferences 
is the fact that every child reacts selectively to his surroundings and", 
creates his^own world within them (Hanna et al , 1966^p.49). « 

Therf are many published sources that illustrate' the' geographic 
tftinking of young people. These include. The World From My Window , collected 
by George Mendoza ; > > > I Never' Saw. Another Butterfly ; Kids (a magssine l*hy 
^s for Kids); Children of Crisis (3 vols.), Robert Coles; On City Streets , 
edj Nancy IXrrick; Stuff . Herbert Kohl and. Victor Hernsndes Cru«; The Me 
Nobody Knows . Stephen M. Joseph;- Wishes , Lies, snd Dresms . KctmetH Koch; . 

Whst Do I Do Monday . John Holt; and "The Chi^d in t.he Urban Enyiroome nt? ^A 

Hevtc w of Li ter atu r e and Kesesrch,^^ 0; FreJ Donaldson ana Robert A. Aldricti. 
Th^^ last three of the, sources listed also prc^^ide methodolo'gies *for 
incorporstirig (his materiat in the classroom. It is important to remember 
.that the work presented in these volumes is not ,th'st of '^specie 1^* .or 
"eXceptlons'I" children^ but ones th#t are found everywhere. I should sdd 
thst I am not being "romantic'' sbput children arid Jtheir sbilities,' but sm 
simply saying' that they can express themselves sbout the environments in 
which they 'live in many ways. , ^ 

• , ^ /> * 

There are a number of games oj projects that c'sn be used to open our 
schools to such' exploration and discovery. They all require the interaction 
of the human* senses, thought*, and movement. Some 'examples of these explorsticrn 
games follow. * ^ • ^ 

■ Explorstion Gume No. 1 » • * * 

This game was developed by Dr. William Bunge. I have usjed it with . 
both pre-school and university students, ' It can be played in a school ^ 
room as done iti thre example or 'in sny ether room^ ^' < V 

*" ' " " ' " 

Th# tescher teiis the players to come to achool the following day 
with a piece of material aultabU for a blindfold and puper and pencil. 
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original room 



re'*iirrang€d rooM 



Before t\\t ttudenti iirrive on the d«y df the gme you re-arr^nge the* t;«blef , 
detkt,^etc. in the room, .pull the thadef to that outside light does not ^ 
enter the room, und place a amall 'radio next -to the door through which- the-, 
atudenta will enter .the room. On' the day of the game you meet the. atudenta^ 
outaide of the iri>om;.do not allow anyone who ia going to particifiata to go 
in the room. You explain the rulea aa fdlowa: ^ , 

1. Each atudeni: ia to make a map, of the room aa ft ia. 
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2. Thay^arejto put on their blindfolda* outaide of the iroom, and keep them 
on while in the room. « - - ' , 

' . ^ , ^ ' ^ 

2 , -^Paper and 'pencil a?e lefr outaide of the room, they can come out aa many 
timea aa they wiah, take off the blindfold and draw on their ^ paper wha^t ^ 
they, "•^v*" . . ' • ^ 

A* While in the room they walk around and "aee" by^/tduclfing thinga. - 

5. They are to" liaten to the radio to guide themaelvea back out of t^e room. 

. Playfng,the game attempta^ to aimulate what it might have been like to 
explore aa Columbua, Both the atudenta ^nd Columbua*had limited aight 
capabilitiea/ one aeea aa .far aa the teleacdpic technology of' hia time the 
other aeea aa far aa the end of hia 'fingara. Both muat ria^^igate, one by 
atara, the other by radio aound, to find home* They face a cbf^mon dilemma 
when "land" ia hit. Are jthey to map the general outlinea >r do they want 
to know the detalla of the coaatline. If the latter choice ia made,, they 
may find themaelvea apending much bime mapping the detaila* of a dead end. 
On the other hand,* if they cKboae to be general in their mapping they may ^ 
miaa an .important /land paaaage. ' • ^ 

' ' " ' I . ^. 

* Exploration Game No*, 2 ' 

fhia game haa been adapted from Rachi»l Caraon ( 1956, p. 78-79) . ^ In thia 
dlaco very game the group takta flaahlighta and/or cameraa jwlth f laahbulba ou.t 
Into a field at night' to hynt for the indinidual muaiciana of the inaect 
orch^atra. '*the game ia to liaten, not ao much to the full otcheatra aa to 
the'aeparate inatrumenta, and try to lojcate the playera" (Caraon, 1956, p. 78)^ 
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B#ck in tli^ clntiroom, mapi can be made comparing the locations of the 
various Insects and their sounds. 

' ' * ^ ♦ ^ Explofstion Game No. 3 

*This is 'a somewhat dlffeFent game modeled* after two. of th*e^ activities 
suggested by John O/.Stevefis (1971)* Everyone laoves sileht'ly around a room, 
a classrooA for .exsmple* As you move around the room you search .for ^hat' 
place where you feel most comfortable and ^tay there a whiles H^^^ are^our - 
/feelings ,about^ this plsce? Why is it special? Now get up and find the spot / 
In (hie room that is most' unlike-your f irst ,one, 'How do you feel In this new 
^ppt:. Why did your. feelings change?. The language and process night ^be 
rhanged wit^i younger children, but they can still be Involved In this type 
of game whose object is to show that we have different feelings in different 
places , even in ^he same room. -^J^^J^j,,,^ ^ ^ ' - 

Exploration Project No. 4 . - . 

A Tour th^ pro J ecu involves the study an^ exploration of the neighborhoods 
in which the children^^ve and play, not as seen by the teacher or other <S 
adults but by th^ cpaldren themselves. Of cpurie the two^ views might be 
compart'd at thi^ conclusion of^ the project. Bas'lcally the^ students are asked 
^ to. express themselves about- theit neighborhoods. They can, do this with ^P 
poetry, prope, drawing, building, map{>ing, painting,, or. taking pictures which 
th^y might want to tcompare^with city maps and photos. 

Questions such as nhese might be pursued: 

1. What does neighborhood mean to you? * * ^ 

2i Hew do you feel in it, out of it?^ • , V 

3. How large is it? • -J 

^. What is y6ur .avorite place in- your neighborhood? * ^ 

5; How. dp you kno%K where your neignborhood ends snd another begins? 

Th^fe questions and the map can be done in class and followed by field trips 
Into the neighborhoods for comparison and study. ^ Thi^a is obviously a very 
open ended typ^ of project, allowing for creativity ^on the part of both 
teacher and atudents. A project of this type la discussed more fully in: ^ 
O4 Fred Donaldson and George A. Davia, ''Gapgraphy, Social Action and The 
Black Community." ' ' - ' ^ 

There have been 'three major points in this .short essay. First , every » 
tiuman being is a geop:rapher. Secondly^ even though there a,re many published 
axampleikof young people's work as geographers, the richest sources of 
geographi:^ material exist in every classroom* Finally, there are many ways* 
by which exploration and diacovery can be brought into the claaaroom' and by 
which chL\6ren can be taken out to- explore and discover* 

» - o * • - 
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